























Arminian Magazine, 
For FEBRUARY 1789. 


An ACCOUNT of the SYNOD of DORT: 


Extradted from Gerard Brandt’s Hiftory of the Reformation 
in the Low-Countries. 


[Continued from page 25. | 
bD ECEMBER 13, 1618, Epi/eopius read a writing, 


which contained the opinion of the Remonftrants 
about the firft point, viz. Predeftination, 

December 14, The affembly ordered them to prepare for 
the next feffion, what they had to propofe upon the four 
other points, 

December 15, Abraham Scultet, profeflor of divinity at 
Heidelberg, made a difcourfe upon the cxxiid pfalm, and 
{pake a great deal about the peace of brethren among thofe, 
who breathed nothing but war. 

December 17. The Remonttrants prefented their do&rine 
about the four ather points. 

December 18, Lydius preached violently againft the In- 
novat»:s, who calumniated the church, to make her doc- 
tring odious. He faid, they were of the race of Ham, who 
laid open the nakednefs of his father, 

December 19. The church of Kampen brought complaints 
to the fynod againft the Remonftrant minifters of that town. 

December 20. The fynod acquainted the Remonftrants, 
that they fhould declare their opinions, not as far as they fhould 
think 
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Cn 


think wt neceffary, but as far as the affembly fhould think it fi 
Polyander {aid, if the Remonftrants were allowed to folie 
the method propofed by them, they would make the do€trine 
of the Reformed odious, and the good coufe would be ex. 
pofed to great danger. 

December 21. The Remonftrants prefented their remarks 
upon the confeffion of faith. 

December 27. The moderator declared to the Remon. 
firants, that the fynod allowed them only to defend their doe. 
trine, and not to explain it as they fhould think fir. Eprfco. 
prus anfwered, that the Remonttrants could not accept of 
thofe terms, without afting againft their confcience. The 
moderator replied, the fynod would not permit, that the 
doétrine of the Reformed fhould be confuted. Epi/copius 
faid, the Remonflrants could not acknowledge, That GOD 
has condemned the greateft part of mankind by an eternal 
and irrevocable decree, only with a defign to fhew his feve. 
rity and power. Mr. Hales fays, that Gomarus, perceiving 
that he was particularly concerned, told the fynod, ** No. 
* body maintains, that GOD has ab/o/ute/y condemned men 
“« without regard to fin; but as he has decreed the end, he 
* has alfo decreed the means; that is, as GOD has predeft- 
“nated man to death, he has alfo predeflinated him to fin." 
Mr. Hales adds, that upon this occafion, Gomarus imitated 
the country-tinkers, who make two holes when they flop cnt. 

The fame day, the Remonftrants were ordered to obey, 
upon pain of being pumifhed at the difcretion of the magi- 
firate. But they perfifted in their refolution. 

December 28. They fent a letter to the fynod, in which 
they alledged the reafons why they could not obey that af- 
fembly. Epi/coprus declared, that it was reafonable the Re- 
monftrants fhould explain and defend their do€trine, not as 
far as the fynod fhould think fit, but as far as they themfelves 
fhould think it neceflary. Whereupon moft of the mem- 
bers of the fypod broke out into laughter. After a long dif- 
pute, the fifteen Remonflrants declared, that they could not 
obey the fynod with a good confcience. They were then 
ordered not to depart the town without leave. 
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The fame day, it was refolved to foften the decree of 
the fynod. 

December 29. The Remonftrants defired flill that they 
might ex ain their fentiments, as far as they faw neceflary. 
The Dutch divines expreiled, upon this occafion, the con- 
tempt they had for them, And they were afked again, whe- 
ther they would follow the method prefcribed by ‘the aflem- 
bly ? They anfwered, that they could not fubmit to it. It 
was then agreed to fend three commiffioners, and two * mi- 
nifters, to the States-General, to inform them of the dif- 
obedience of the Remonftrants: and they were ordered again 
not to go out of town without leave. 

December 31. Polyander preached upon thefe words of 
the prophet J/azah, chap. lii. verfe 7. How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him, that bringeth good tidings, 
that publifheth peace! The prefident, after he had given 
thanks to that profeffor, faid, he did not doubt that the 
fynod was direéted by the Spirit of GOD, efpecially by rea- 
fon of many learned and pious fermons lately preached in it. 

The feffion of January 2, 1619, contains nothing that 
deferves our notice. 

January 3. The refolution of the States-General about 
the fynod, was read in this feflion.: It imported, “ that the 
‘* States, having heard the report of the lay and ecclefiaftical 
deputies, approved all the decrees, which had been made 
concerning the affair of the Remonftrants. That the 
States declared, the Remonftrants were obliged to fubmit 
to thofe decrees, and that it fhould be rec quired from them 
to fubmit to the Ike decrees for the time to come. That 
if they perfifted in their difobedience, they fhould incur 
not only the cenfyres of the church, but alfo thofe of the 
“ flate. That if they continued in the fame difobedience, 
their opinions fhould be examined according to the Word 
“of GOD; and that the faid Remonftrants fhould itay in 


town, and not go out of it, without exprefs leave from 
the commiffioners in writing. 
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After the reading of that refolution, the moderator un- 
dertook to examine the Remonflrants. They declared thet 
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* The affeflor Fawkelius, and fecretary Daw 
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they could not, with a good conf{cience, treat with the fynod, 
but upon the terms mentioned in their lait anfwer, 

The Remoniirants being withdrawn, tue moderator made 
a prayer, in which he yaveighed apamil their obftinacy. He 
faid, the Remonftrants did not att by a ;rinciple of confci. 
ence, but with worldly views ; and he prayed GOD to dif. 
eover and confound their defigns. 

January 4. A Remonftrant miniftey obferving, that the 
preachers. had compared thofe of his party to Ham, who 
fai open the nakednefs of his father; added, “ that thofe 
“ preachers were like Shem and Japheti, who endeavoured 
“to cover that nakednefs, but did it backward, and very 
“ aukwardly.” 

The fynod began ta extraét feveral propofitions out of 
the books. of the Remonftrants. The fix foliowing feffions 
afford nothing material, . : 

January 14. The Remonfrants were afke?. again feyeral 
queftions, and exhorted to, fubmit ta the fynod. 

January 12. There was on this day a piivate conference 
between the commiflioners and the Remonfirant minifters, 

January 14, The commiffioners made a large report te 
the fynod of what pafled in that conference, and faid, that 
the Remonftrants perfifted in their difobedience, The mo, 
derator afked them, whether they would obey the orders of 
the fynod without any fiipulation? Epz/copius anfwered, We 
Raue prepared an anfwer in writing, and defere tt may be read, 
end then delivered to the fynod. The moderator faid, Ans 


fuer peremptorily, Yes, or No. Epafcopius replied, /uch an 


anfiwer 1s to be found in the memorial which we have all [ub 


fevibed. The commuilioners and the moderator infifted ftill, 


that the Remonfirants fhould anfwer yes, or no, Epz/copius 
faid, “ It is a ftrange thing, that we cannot obtain, ina 
“ free fynod, fuch a {mall favour, as that of reading our am 
« fwer! Such a thing was never denied.” At laft the com, 
euiffioners permitted the Remonftrants to deliver that me- 
worial. The latter defived leave to read it all, or at leaf 
the preamble. Which being denied, they prefented theit 
memorial ; and then they were ordered to withdraw. 


Soon 
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Soon after they were called in; and the moderator alked 
them, whether they achered ftill to the anfwer contained 
in their memorial; and expreffed in thefe words: “ We 
“ have been ordered to fubmit to the refolutions of the fy- 
“ nod; but we have frequently declared that we could not 
“do it with a good confcience. Nay, we have fhewed at 
“ large, that the orders of the fynod were inconfiftent with 
* juftice, and that the affembly required from us things contre- 
“ ry to the wil of GOD. We are ftill of the fame mind.” 
All the Remonftrants declared they adhered fiill to that an 
fwer. The moderator ordered them to rife, and fign it at 
histable. Epifcopiusfaid, Let that wreting be brought to us, 
and we frall fubfcribe it. The moderator required fill from 
the Remonftrants, that they fhould rife, to put their hands 
toit. Epifcopius obeyed. But the moderator perceiving 
that many members did not approve the Remonftrants fhould 
be ufed with fo much haughtinefs, ordered the paper to be 
brought to their table, where they fubferibed it fitting. Aft 
terwards, he faid, 

“You do not deferve that the fyhod fhould keep any 

“ longer correfpondence with you. Wherefore they diftmds 
“you; and when they defire you fhould appear again, they 
* will give you notice of it. You muft alfo know, that 
“ fince your obftinacy has appeared by oppofing the refolu- 
“tions of the fynod, care will be taken to acquaint all 
“ Chriftendom with it; and you will fee that the church 
“ does not want fpiritual arms to punith you. A juft cen- 
“ fure fhall be inflifted upon you; and the fynod will fhew 
the equity of it in all chriftian countries. I difmifs you 
therefore in the name of the lords commiffioners and of 
“ the fynod. Be gone.” 
. The Remonftrants rofe, and went out of the affembly. 
Epifcopius faid, as he went out, Let GOD judge between the 
Synod and us concerning the craft, the decetts, and lies laid to 
our charge. 

Thus the fifteen»Remonftrants were expelled the fynod. 
It appears by the difcourfe of the moderator, that a divine 
at the head of an ecclefiaftical aflembly, may give up him- 
felf 
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felf to an.unchriftian warmth, This was not approved by 
many deputies of the foreign countries, nor even by fome 
ot the United Provinces. They were offended at the violent 
anger of the moderator, who often {poke falfe Latin in the 
heat of his zeal. 

Mr. Hales writ to the Englijh ambaffador, ‘* The foreign 
divines believed, the Remecnftrants had been ufed with 
“ great partiality. It, was propofed, /ays he, that the whole 
““ fynod fhould judge of the conduét of. the Remonftrants; 
and yet, when any queftion was propofed, if fome foreign 
“ divines {poke in favour of the Remonftrants, the Dutch 
“* oppofed them with all their might, having little regard for 
the judgment of the foreign divines, unlefs they fided 
with them,” 

Balcanqua/, the Scotch deputy, writ to the fame ambafla. 
dor in the following words: ‘ As for the expulfion of the 
“ Remonftrants, 1 with I could fay, without offending any 
“* body, that it was a flrange proceeding, and that the fynod 
“was very much in the wrong.” The fame divine fays, in 
another place: ‘* After having gathered the votes of a {mall 
“ part of the fynod, the Remonflrants were called in, and 
“ ordered to go away by a moft violent fpeech. I confefs, 
* I am very uneafly, whenever I think of it. For, if the 
*“ Remonitrants fhould fay, that the moderator has paffed 
“* a fentence, which is not the fentence of the fynod, they 
would fpeak nothing but truth. For, the third part of the 
“ votes were not gathered, and confequently a juit fentence 
“ could not be drawn up: befides, it was not written down, 
and approved by the fynod. The injurious words of that 
“* fentence were not the refult of any vote; and none but 
“one member fpoke fome of thofe words, 
“ condemn that {peech ; and your cenfure upon it ought to 
be refpetted.” 

Lewis Crocius, profeffor of divinity at Bremen, {poke the 
next day in the following manner: ‘“ I have obferved 
“that the moderator grew too warm upon this occafion, 
“ and that fome hard words éf{caped him, which it were to be 
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« been ufed in an affair of fuch great importance. The 
“ fynod fhould have been confulted about it, and a form of 
“ difmiffion prepared to be pronounced in the name of the 
“ affembly, and recorded. By that means, the fynod would 
“ not have been reproached on account of the feverity of 
“the prefident. It had been more glorious for the fynod, 
“ to aét with lefs paffion.” 

The Remonftrants complained, that they had been ex- 
pelied for refufing to be judged by their adverfaries, and to 
acknowledge that they had a right to prefcribe to them how 
and when they fhould fpeak, pr be filent, in defending their 
own caufe. They faid it was no new thing, to avoid 
the decifions of a partial fynod: that many do€tors of the 
church, both among the ancients and the moderns, had re. 
fufed to appear before fuch affemblies, 6r went away, when 
they perceived that their enemies were to be their judges ; 
that for the fame reafon, the Proteftants would not fubmit 
to the judgment of the council of Trent. They added, that 
in all civil courts, a fufpicion of partiality was one of the 
main reafons to except againft a judge. They complained 
particularly of the moderator, who always interrupted them, 
when he thought it convenient, or ordered them to be filent, 
or to withdraw, that he might fay what he pleafed, with- 
out fearing to be conviéted. 

In the feflion of the fame day, January 14, 1619, after 
having expelled the Remonftrants, the affembly refolved to 
get copies of the explication of the firft article, which they 
had prefented in the morning, -that all the members of the 


fynod might examine it. 


january 15. The tables, benches, and chairs, which 
had been placed for the Remonftrants, were removed. 

The fame day they continued to gather the opinions of 
the members of the fynod about the methed of examining 
the five points; and it was refolved to prepare a decree up= 
on this head, that the alfembly might examine and approve 
it. 

January 16. The moderator propofed feveral things, to 
explain the fecond article.. A form was produced, about 
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the manner of examining the do@rine of the Remonftrants: 
it was approved by a majority of votes. 

January 17. Sibrand Lubbert, profeflor at Franeker, 
began the examination of the jive points. He fpoke of 
GOD’s decrees, and endeavoured to confute the fenfe which 
the Remonftrants put upon fome paflages in fcripture. 

January 18. Gomarus explained the words to ele, eledi- 
on, eledl. 

January 21. The refolution of the States-General was 
read, in which they approved the proceedings of the fynod 
from the firft day of January. 

The fame day the Remonftrants fent to the fynod a me. 
morial, which was read by the moderator and fome other 
divines: but was not communicated to the afflembly. They 
fhewed how they had been ufed by the fynod, who had in 
cenfed againft them the fupreme powers, the foreign divines, 
and the commiffioners of the States, They maintained, 
that the fynod never defigned to grant them the liberty ne. 
ceflary to detend their caufe ; and that they had been treat. 
ed with great partiality and injuftice, efpecially when they 
were difmifled in fuch a rude manner. 

January 22. The fynod met privately in the evening, to 
difcourfe of fome articles, about which the members wert 
not agreed among themfelves. 

The next day, the foreign divines met at the lodgings ¢ 
the bifhop of Landaf. 

It was then that every foreign divine had his tafk given 
him, to examine the five points. Balcanqual writ to the 
Englifh ambaflador, that there was in this refpe&t a grea 
contufion in the proceedings of the fynod ; that the affembl 
knew nothing of the method of referring matters to a com 
mittee, in order to be reported to the fynod, who fhould ap 
prove or rejeét them, as is praétifed in all councils ; that mat 
ters were immediately communicated to the fynod ; whit 
was the reafon why there were as many opinions as mem 


bers; laftly, that the Dutch divines were fo prepoffeffes 


againit the Remonftrants, that the moderation of the foreige 


ers was not acceptable to them. 
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The leaders of the fynod found themfelves very much per- 
plexed, becaufe feveral foreign divjnes were not fatished with 
their condu€&t. . Thofe divines complained, that the Remon- 
ftrants were confuted in their abfence, though they were fill 
in town, and had offered to explain their doftrine, upon con- 
dition that they fhould be allowed a reafonable liberty. The 
deputies of the United Provinces were fenfible they could not 
eafily juftify themfelyes in that refpeét. But what could 
they do? It was dangerous ta take new meafures, left the 
authority of the fynod fhould be depreciated : and therefore 
they did not think proper to recall the Remonftrants. How- 
ever, to fatisfy the foreigners, it was agreed to allow the Re- 
monftrants a little more liberty. The commiffioners feni 
for them the egd of January, and the prefident told them, 
that though they were excluded from the fynod, yet the 
commiffioners granted them the liberty of writing, to ex- 
plain or defend their doétrine, and that they allowed them 
a fortnight for chat purpofe. 

The Remonftrants were agreeably furprized at fuch a 
propofal, and gladly accepted the offer. It was believed, 
that the commiffioners made that flep againft the will of the 
leaders of the fynod. 

January 24. Polyander and Walaus explained fome paf- 
fages of {cripture, which the Reformed ufed to ailedge againit 
the Remonilrants. ; 

January 25. Goclenius, profeflor of philofophy at Mar- 
purg, endeavoured to confute the Remonftrants. He was 
afked why he did not explain himfelf more clearly, fince he 
had always approved Melancthon’s opinion, which came very 
near that of the Remonftrants ? And why he fided with thofe 
who condemned that dogtrine ? He anfwered, he knew the 
prince and the flates would haye it fo: and he added, Eé 
nos habemus hic bonum vinum: Befides we have here excellent 
wine. Indeed the fumes of it made him fleep frequently ia 
the fynod. 

The Remonftrants fent a memorial to the States-Gene- 
ral, and a letter to prince Maurice, to juflify their cendugé 
wp the fynod, Thofe two picces were not an{wered, 
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January 28. Abraham Scultet {poke about the certainty — 


of elef&tion: he maintained, that it was neceflary that ever 
body fhould be fure of his falvation. At the end of his dif. 
courfe, he exhorted the commiffioners to fufler no longe 
the abominations of the Remonflrants in the United Provinces, 

January 29. Altingius maintained, “ that GOD has re 
“‘ probated whom he pleafes, according to his mere will, 
“ without any regard to fin; that thofe fins, which have fol. 
** lowed that reprobation, are the fruits of it; that GODis 
“ neverthelefs holy ; and that we ought to cry out, as the 
“ cherubim do: GOD is holy, though he reprobates men; 
“ GOD is holy, though he blinds them; GOD is holy, though 
“ he hardens them.” 


[To be continued. eo / Of 
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The Examination of T1renus before the Triers; in order 
to his intended fettlement in the Office of a Public Preacher 
zn the Commonwealth of Eutopia, 


' [Wrote by one who was prefent at the Synod of Dort.] 


THE PREFATORY EPISTLE. 


Y dear friend, thefe papers come to your hands, to 

give you aflurance, that my late difcourfes upon 
the fubjetis here treated of, were in good earneft. Whit 
ever it was that occafioned my prefent conceptions, nd 
thing hath had a greater hand in it, than your paflionate 
oppofition. For I am weary of debates bv word of mouth, 
wherein men of much prejudice grow fo hot and tranfport 
ed, that inftead of folid arguments and fober reafon, they 
can /evy no other forces but froth and choler to affift them 
That! may no more endanger making the leaft flaw inthat dear 
friendfhip, that hath grown up to fo great a height betwixt 
us; I have refolved to take this calmer courfe to give af 
account of fome grounds of my prefent perfuafion. 
they may fome time find your affections fo quiet; and your 
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underftanding fo well awakened, that thefe truths may make 
a better impreffion than hitherto they have done upon you. 
And becaufe I remember (in fome heat) you have thrown 
fome things upon me, (which were not fo much faults ia 
me, as prejudice in you) 1 fhall briefly wipe them off, that 
you may have the lefs objeftion to fright you from a fur- 
ther inquiry into the articles under queflion. 

I befeech you, in the firit place, upbraid me no more with 
the errors of my education; becaufe the greater my preju- 
dices were againft thefe doétrines, the greater you ought to 
conclude the light to be, which hath induced me to embrace 


‘them, againft all the charms of intereit, wherewith the world 


tempts us to the contrary. 

Inconftancy (one of your other charges) I confefs is fome- 
times culpable: but not always. Our happineis, that will 
be unchangeable, commenceth in a change; and it is our 
duty to turn from darkne/s to light, though we be called in- 
conftant for it. We were not born with our eyes open ; nei- 
ther fhall we ever fee far, if we look no further than that 
profpeét, which fome few admired writers have fet before 
us. We have adawning firft; but the progrefs of our light 
holds a proportion with the fedulity of our ftudies. Ve are 
never too old to learn in Chrift’s fchool. But the great 
fcandal, you fay, 1s, to profefs myfelf a difcipie to fuch maf- 
ters. What mafters do you mean? I call no man mafter on 
earth (in this fenfe) nor ever will give any fo greata dominion 
over my faith, as to fwear allegiance to his do&rines. But 
yet I know it is a duty to march after the ftandard of truth, 
what hand foever carries it before us. And who do you 
think were the bearers of it? If you inquire irfto’ their Jearn- 
ing, (even their adverfaries being judges) they were as lights 
fhining in the midft of a crooked and perverfe nation, Phil. 
ii. 15. And if you examine their lives, they were blame- 
lefs and harmlefs, as becomes the fons of GOD ; not more 
polite in their intelle@uals, than unreproveable in their mo- 
rals. And they have declared their virtues as well in a wav 
of paflive obedience as aétive. What profeffors were ever 
more conftant and cheerful in their fufferings for the Word 


of 


62 


of GOD, and for the teftimony which they held, as the 
truth ts in Jefus, Ephe/. iv. 21. They have been banithed, 
imprifoned, &c. Infomuch that one of them befpeaks his 
fellow-foldiers in this confli€t, after this manner, * Vos for 
caetatts nojire aecorum ac lumina, &c. “ You the lights and 
giory of our fociety, whofe bonds are famous throughout the 
whole chriftian world, whofe invincible patience hath given 
proof to your very adverfaries, and all the world befides, 
that the Remonitrants value their confcience, above al 
things whatfoever. March on with me, /azth he, to the 
mark, dy honour and difhonour, by evil report and good te, 
ports as decewers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well 
known ; as dying, and behold we live; as chaftened, and not 
kelled; as forrowful, yet always rejorcing ; as poor, yet making 
many rich s as having nothing, aud yet poffefing all things 
2 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 10.” 

But you objeét, Thefe tenets are not agreeable to the 
doftrine of St. Auguffine. St. Augu/line mult give us leave 
to depart from him, where he takes leave to depart from 
all that went befere him, and from himfelf alfo. For it is 

obferved, that he changed his batteries, as he changed his 
enemies, and employed other principles againft the Pe/agzans, 
than thofe he ufed in combating the Manichees; and from 
the variety of his opinions in thefe points it proceeds, that 
his followers exprefs themfelves in fuch different terms, that 
though taught in the fame fchool, and of the fame 
yet they feem not to have learnt the fame leffon. 
we muft not deny, that St. dugu/fltne might have confuted 
the Pelagians fufficiently, and yet have omitted the way of 
predeftination. And yet the doétrine of predeftination, as it 
1s handled by Gomarus and his friends, differs much from 
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that of St. dugu/line, and lays down many things which ~ 
And therefore youl — | 


Auguftine would by no means grant. 
ebjection, that thefe tenets are againft the doétrine of the 


fynod of Dort, is of no value, for befides their diffent from — = 


all the ancients, and from St. Augu/line himfelf, the mannet 


of their proceedings againft the Remonftrants was enough (@ | ia 3 


beget an averfion to their doéirine, 


* Apolog. pro Confefs. in Prafat. ad finem, 


rafter, 
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Tilenus, who was prefent there, an eye and ear-witnefs 
of thofe tranfaétions, could difcover fomething: but he {pares 
you. And yet he cannot but tell you, that the many pitiful 
fhifts, and thin diftinétions and horrid exprefiions, which he 
ebferved to be frequently made ule of, by perfons of that 
perfuafion, have contributed very much to the rectifying of 
his judgment. Would it not ftartle a man, that were well 
in his wits, to confider that opimda fo ftifly maintained by 
Pifcator, Maccovius, and divers others, That GOD hath fo 
predetermined the will of every man to every aétion, that 
he cannot poflibly do any more gocd than he doth, nor ont 
more evil than he omiticch ? What fad inferences ‘may be 
drawn, and properly enough, from this doétrine ? Will at 
not (in the confequence of it) take off the wheels of duty, 
and furnifh the carelefs with an excufe, and lay all fin at the 
door of the moft Holy GOD? Some of you, indeed, to de- 
cline the odium of this affertion, tell us the quite contrary, 
and affirm roundly, that men may do more good, and com- 
mit Jefs evil, if they will. But (fee the fallacy!) they hold 
withal, that the decree of GOD hath made it zympoffible for 
them to will either. You may as well fay, that a dog can 
fly, and a horfe become an excellent philofopher, if they 
will. You cannot but take notice, when you are treating of 
thefe points, how your doétrines and ufes interfere; and 
when it hath coft you much noife and {weat to confute, what 
you account an error in the doétrine, how you are fain to 
quote the very fame opinion to help you, at a dead lift, in 
your exhortation. You deliver it for found pivinity, 
that Chrift died only for a few, and yet vehemently urge all 
men to believe in him, which they cannot rationally do, 
unlefs they be perfuaded cf the contrary. Have you not 
heard the preacher inveigh againft apoftacy, and yet almoft 
in the fame breath tell his audi nce, the ele@ can never fall 
away, and the re// never ftood? One while you cry, O Bade; ! 
O the depth! and declaim againit prying into GOD’s fe- 
crets ; and anon you are as definitive, as if you had been of 
GOD’s counfel ; and feem to be angry that others thould 
pretend to have as good a dey to open that cabindt, as your- 


felves, 
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felves. You afcribe much to GOD's ommifiience, and yet 
you will not allow him to fee future events, but by tlre per. 
fpeGtives and optics of fuch decrees as yourfelves fancy him 
to have made to that purpofe. You fet up his /overergnty, 
to confront his ju/hce and mercy ; and think you much ho.’ 
nour him, in afligning him a power to command perjury, 
lying, bla/phemy, and a prerogative to caft poor innocent babes 
into hell-torments. What think you ot that paffage, which 
an honeft ear-witnefs told me from the mouth of one of 
your brethren, That GOD deals by reprobates, as the rat. 
catcher does by thofe vermin, who flops up all their avenues 
and paffages, and then hunts them with his dogs, that he 
may provoke them to fly in his face? Do fuch expreffions be. 
¢ome the pulpit, or that reverence which fhould govern our 
thoughts, when we {peak of the Divine Majefty ? 

But this is one of your excellent artifices, to falve the 
juftice of GOD’s decree of reprobation; and becaufe you 
difhonour him in the firf a&t of it, [the preteretion of thofe 
forlorn wretches, without any refpeé to fin,}] you think to 
make him amends in the datter by faying, He neceffitates them 
to fin, that he may feem not to condemn them without guflice. 
You fay his wifdom hath contrived it, his will decreed it, 
and his power brings it to pafs infuperably. I know you 
will fhift this off, by faying, that the reprobates fin vo 
funtarily. But will this plea more alleviate, or aggravate 
the cruelty > A holy man could fay, it zs better to be in hell 
without fin, than in heaven with it. If a man be caft into 
gaol without fault, he carries the comfort of a good confcis 
ence to help to bear the burden of his durance: but when 
his judge contrives to draw him into fome crime, that the 
guilt and remorfe of his own confcience may make an ac- 


ceffion to his mifery, this leaves him nothing to refle& up- | 


on to mitigate his torments. I pray, by whofe decree comes 
it to pafs, that the foul of the reprobate is polluted at the 
firft ? Their firt fin comes to them by ¢tmputation, and that 
draws all the reft after it by an invincible neceflity. Upon 
which account, GOD would have been lefs fevere, if he 


had ¢aft them into hell innocent, and without any fia at all, ~ 
as | 
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as you fay, he caft them off, or pat them by, at firft, with- 
out any re/pedd at all to z¢. 

But you have one re/erve, by which you are confident, af- 
ter all thefe foils, to win the field at laft. You fay GOD’s de- 
crees could be no other than they are: for the decrees of 
GOD are GOD himfelf; and therefore to make a conditz- 
onal decree were to make a conditzonal GOD ; and if elec. 
tion or reprobation could have refpeét to any qualfications 
in their objeéts, this would amount to a denial of GOD’s 
independency. And having refolved juftification to be an 
zmmanent at of GOD, and confequently GOD himfelf: it 
follows, from the fame principle, that zt muft be from all 
eternity, and that men’s fins are remitted betore they be 
committed; and that it is as impoflible for all the moft 
horrid fins in the world, to caufe any interruption of 
a man’s jultification, as for Almighty GOD to become mu- 
table in his nature; that faith ferves not.as a condition to 
qualify us for our aétual jullification before GOD, but on- 
ly for a mean to procure the /enfe and feeling tiereof in 
ourfelves. Thefe opinions unavoidably follow from that 
one pofition, which you think as certain, as if you found it, 
in fo,many words, inthe gofpel. But that the very foun- 
dation, upon which you build fo many grofs errors, is it- 
felf un/ound, you may learn from your own Gamarus, who was 
once of that epinion with you; but, being afterwards awa- 
kened to a more mature judgment in this point, hath left 
arguments enough in lis writings to confute you, 

In the mean time, if there be in any word of this addrefs, 
more afperity than I ought to ufe, I defire you to pardon it, 
for the fake of GOD’s honour, which I am zealous to vin- 
dicate from that foul impeachment. Neverthele/s, to con- 
clude with the words of the great apoltle, Whereunto we 
have already attained, let us walk by the fame rule, let us 
mind the fame thing. Endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
prrit in the bond of peace, Phil. iti. 16. Eph. iv. 3. 1 have 
two things, which I muft yet beg of you upon the fcore of 
our old friendfhip, the continuance of your affeétion, and your 


prayers ; 
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prayers; which I aflure you, how freely foever you lay 
them out, fhall not be caft away upon 
SIR, 
Your true and faithful friend, 
N.N., 







The EXAMINATION of TILENUS before the Trien 
tn Eutopia. 






THE TRIERS. 







Dr. ABSOLUTE, Chairman. 















Mr. FATALITY. Dr. CONFIDENCE, : 
Mr. PRATERITION. Dr. DusBious. c 
Mr. FRI-BABE. Mr. MEANWELL. f 
Dr. DAM-MAN. Mr. SIMULANS. , 
Mr. NARROW-GRACE. Mr. TAKE-O’TRUST. 

Mr. Erricax. Mr. KNOW-LITTLE. | 
Mr. INDEFECTIBLE. Mr. IMPERTINENT. 


The clerk examined TILENUS, a well-wither to fome te. 
nets of the Remonftrants, and by fi€tion of perfon. 


- INFIDELIS, an unbelieing perfon. 
CARNALIS, a carnal, prophane perfon. 
TeEPIDUS, a lukewarm, flothful perfon. 

4. TENTATUS, an afflidled, de/pairing perfon. 


o tf 


The commiffioners being all fat, and Ti/enus prefenting him- 
felf (with a certificate and a legal prefentation) before 
them, the chairman addreffed his {peech as followeth. §7 






Dr. Ab/olute. HE great prudence and piety of the go- 
vernors of this commonwealth, have By 
been pleafed (out of an ardent zeal to GOD’s glory) to think & 
upon a courfe how their dominions may be made happy in | 
the fettlement of an able and godly miniftry among them; 
for which purpofe they have appointed commiffioners to ex | 
amine the gifts of all fuch as fhall be employed in the office § 
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ef public preaching. And feeing you have addreffed your- 
felf to us for our approbation, in order to your eftablifh- 
ment, in that office, we hope you uaderfland the nature and 
weight thereof. You are to be a paftor, not of beafts, but 
of reafonable creatures, framed after GOD’s own image, 
and purchafed with his blood. Having undertaken this 
charge, it is incumbent upon you to watch for thofe fouls 
under your infpeétion, as one that muft give an account. 
And that we may not be found betrayers of the great truft 
repofed in us, we muft receive fome fatisfaétion how you 
fiand qualified for the carrying on fo great a work. And 
becaufe it is to be fufpeéied, that he who is not fenfible of 
the work of grace in himfelf, will net be very zeal- 
ous in his endeavours to procure it in others; let us be in- 
formed in the firft place, what affurance you have, that you 
are in a ftate of grace? 

Tilenus. Sir, 1 truft you fhall find, that 1 am no repra- 
bate. 

Dr. Confidence. Methinks you fpeak very doubtfully ? 

Tilenus. Sir, 1 humbly conceive it becomes not me to be 
too confident, when the modefty of the great apoftle was 
content with the fame expreflion which I ufed, 2 Cor. xiii. 
6. And, blefled be GOD! the piety of my parents took an 
early care that I fhould not be alienated from him through 
the allurements of the world, for want of a religious educae 
tion; and from a child having been acquainted (as Timothy 
was) with the holy fcriptures, which are able to make us wife 
unto falvation, through faith which ts in Chrift Jefus ; here- 
in J have exercifed myfelf, through the affiftance of his grace, 
to have always a confirence vord of offence towards GOD ané 
towards man. a 

Mr. Narrow-grace. You {peak as.if.regeneration came 
by nature and education. 

Tilenus. No, Sir; to fay regeneration comes by nature, 
were a contradiction. 
Mr. Efficax. Do you think the grace of converfion is re- 
Sfibie? The apofile tells you, that GOD exerts and putteth 
forth a power for the converfion of a finner, equal to that, 


which 





ie eS > wer +e 
AR es RR eee Pa a RN gel CME ae 


68 THE EXAMINATION OF TILENUS. 


dead. Ephef. i. 20. And indeed there is a neceflity of fuch 
a power for the accomplifhment of this work ; becaufe the © 
finner is as a dead perfon; dead in trefpaffes and fins, 
Ephef. ii. 1. 

Zilenus. Metaphors never make folid arguments. Sin. 
ners are like dead men: but no like is the fame. If they 
were abfolutely dead, then it were impoffible for them to make 
any refiftance at all to the leaft difpenfation of grace. Re. 


fiftance implies re-aétion : but the dead have no power at all | 


to aét: and yet it is acknowledged that the finner hath a 
power to refift, and doth a€tually refift; therefore man is not 
dead in every fenfe. We find him fometimes refembled to 
one afleep, Ephef. v. 14. fo that you cannot infer the conclu. 
fion defired, from fuch figurative expreffions. 

Mr. Impertinent. It is faid of thofe that difputed with 
Stephen, Aéts vi. 
wifdom and {pirit by which he fpake. 


Tilenus. He {peaks of that conviétion, which the force © 


which he wrought in Chrift, when he raifed him rom the | 


10. that they were not able to refift the 







of his arguments (diétated to him by the Holy Spirit) made | 
upon their underftandings, fo that they were not able to an. | 
fwer him in difputation: but he fpeaks not of any irrefifti- E 
ble impreffion that the Divine grace made upon their wills; ee 


for there was no fuch effe&t wrought in them, as appears | 


in the following verfes, but rather the contrary, as you may 


conclude from St. Stephen's words, Adds vit. 51. Ye do al- kad 


ways refift the Holy Ghoft. 
[To be continued.) Zo fags Jl@ 
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SERMON iL 


On 1 JOHN v. 21, 
Little children, heep yourfelves from idols, 


a. HERE are two words that occur feveral times im 

this epiftle, wasdie and reve, both of which our 
tranflators render by the fame expreffion, /2tt/e children. But 
their meaning is very different. The former is very pro- 
perly rendered /2ttle children ; for it means, babes zn Chrift, 
thofe that have lately tafted of his love, and. are as yet weak 
and uneftablifhed therein. The latter might with more pre- 
priety be rendered, beloved children; as it does not denote 
any more than the affection of the {peaker to thofe whom 
he had begotten in the Lord, 

2. An ancient hiftorian relates, that when the apoftle was 
fo enfeebled by age as not to be able to preach, he was fre- 
quently brought into the congregation in his chair, and juft 
uttered, ** Beloved children, love one another.” He could 
not have given a more important advice. And equally im- 
portant is this which lies before us; equally neceffary for 
every part of the church of Chnift, Beloved children, heep 
yourfelues from idols. 

3. Indeed there is a clofe connexion between them : one 
cannot fubfift without the other. As there is no firm foun- 
dation for the love of our brethren, except the love of GOD, 
fo there is nd. poffibility of loving GOD, except we heep 
ourfelves from idols. 

But what are the zdols of which the apoftle {peaks ? This 
1s the firft thing to be confidered. We : ay then, in the 
fecond place inquire, how fhall we keep ourfelves from them? 

I. 1. We are firft to confider, What are the idols of 
which the apoftle fpeaks ? I do not conceive hitn to mean, 
at leaft not principally, the idols that were worthipped by 
the heathens. They to whom he was writing, whether they 
had been Jews or heathens, were not in nah danger from 
thefe. 
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thefe. There is no probability, that the Jews, now con. 
verted, had ever been guilty of worfhtpping them : as deep. 
ly given to this grofs idolatry as the Ifraelites had been for 
many ages, they were hardly ever entangled therein, after 
their return from the Babylonzfh captivity. From that pe. 
riod the whole body of the Jews had fhewn a conftant, deep 
abhorrence of it: and the heathens, after they had once 
turned to the living GOD, had their former idols in the 
utmoit deteftation. . They abhorred to touch the unclean 


thing; yea, they chofe to lay down their lives, rather than 


return to the worfhjp of thofe gods, whom they now knew 
to be devils. 

2. Neither can we reafonably fuppofe, that he {peaks of 
thofe idols, that are now worfhipped in the church of Rome ; 
whether angels, or the fouls of departed faints, or images of 
gold, filver, wood or flone. ‘None of thefe idols were known 
ym the Chriftian church, till fome centuries after the time of 
the apoitles. Omce indeed, St. Zohn himfelf fell down to 
worflup before the face of an angel that {pake unto him; 
provably miftaking him, from his glorious appearance, for 
the Great Anzel of the Covenant. But the ftrong reproof 
ef the angel, which immediately followed, fecured the 
chriftians from imitating that bad example. See thou do uf 
not: as glorious as 1 may appear, 1 am not thy mafter. | 
am thy fellow-/ervant, and of thy brethren the prophets : wor- 
fup GOD. Rev. xxu. g, 

3. Setting then Pagan and Romifh idols afide, what are 
thote of which we are here warned by the apoftle? The 
preceding words fhew us the meaning of ihefe. Thas as the 
true GOD; the end of all the fouls he has made ; the centre 


of all created fpirits: and eternal iife, the only foundation © 


of prefent as well as eternal happinefs. To him therefore 
alone our heart is due. And he cannot, he will not quit 
his claim, or confent to its being given to any other. He 
ts continually faying to every child of man, My /on, geve me 
thy heart! And to give our heart to any other is plain ido- 
hatry. Accordingly whatever takes our heart from him, oF 
ihares it with him, is an idol: or, in other words, whatever 
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4. Take an inftance that occurs almoft every day. A 
perfon who has been long involved in the world, furrounded 
and fatigued with abundance of bufinefs, having at length 
acquired att eafy fortune, difengages himfelf from all bufi- 
nefs, and retires into the country to be happy. Happy 
im what ? Why, in taking his eafe. For he intends now, 





—-—_——_-Somno £8 inertibus horts 
Ducere /ollicite jucunda oblivia vite. 


~————--To fleep and pafs away, 
In gentie inaétivity the day ! 


Happy, in eating and drinking whatever his heart defires : 
perhaps more elegant fare, than that of the old Roman, who 
feafted his imagination before the treat was ferved up : who, 
before he left the town, confoled himfelf with the thought, 
of “ fat bacon and cabbage too !” 


Unda fatis pingua ponuntur olufcula lardo! 


Happy—in altering, enlarging, rebuilding, or at leaft, de- 
corating, the old manfion-houfe he has purchafed: and like- 
wife in improving every thing about it, the fables, out- 
houfes, grounds. But mean time where does GOD come 
in? No where at all. He did not think about him. He 
ne more thought of the King of Heaven, than of the king 
of France. GOD is not his plan. The knowledge and 
love of GOD are entirely out of the queftion. Therefore 
this whole fcheme of happinefs in retirement is idolatry 
from beginning to end. 

5- Ui we defcend to particulars, the firft fpecies of this 
idolatry is it St. John terms, the defire of the flcfh: we 
are apt to take this in too narrow a meaning, as 1 it related 
to one of the fenfes only. Not fo: this expreflion equally 
refers to all the outward fenfes. It means, the feeking hap- 
pinelsin the gratification of any, or all of the external fenfes: 
although more particularly of the three lower fenfes, tafling, 
{melling and feeling. It means, the feeking happinefs heve- 
in, af not in a grofs, indelicate manner, by open intempe- 
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rance, by gluttony or drunkennefs, or fhamelefs debauchery. 
yet, in a regular kind of eprcurifm, in a genteel fenfuality, 
in fuch an elegant courfe of felf-indulgence, as does not dif. 
order either the head or the ftomach, as does not at all im. 
pair our health, or blemifh our reputation. 

6. But we muft not imagine this {pecies of idolatry jg 
confined to the rich and great. In this alfo, “ the toe of 
the peafant,” (as our poet fpeaks) “ treads upon the heel of 
the courtier.” Thoufands in low, as well as in high life, 
facrifice to this idol: feeking their happinefs (though in a 
more humble manner) in gratifying their outward fenfey 
It is true, their meat, their drink, and the objeéts that gratify 
their other fenfes are of a coarfer kind, But ftill they make 
up all the happinefs they either have or feek, and ufurp the 
hearts which are due to GOD. 

7- The fecond {pecies of idolatry mentioned by the apo 
file, is the defire of the eye; that is, the feeking happinels ig 
gratifying the imagination: (chiefly by means of the eye) 
that internal fenfe, which is as natural to men as either fight 
or hearing. This is gratified by fuch objeéts, as are either 
grand, or beautiful, or uncommon. - But as to grand objetts 
it feems they do not pleafe any longer than they are new, 
Were we to furvey the Pyramids of Egypé daily for a yeat, 
what pleafure would they then give? Nay, what pleafut 
does a far grander objet than thefe, 






































** The ocean rolling on the fhelly fhore,” 


give to one who has been long accuftomed to it? Yea, wha ” 
pleafure do we generally receive from the grandeft objel 
in the univerfe, 


“ Yon ample, azure fky, 
Terribly large, and wonderfully bright, 
With ftars unnumber’d and unmeafur’d light ?” 









“oc . § 

8. Beautiful objeéts are the next general fource of th 
pleafures of the imagination : the works of Nature in pat) 
cular. So perfons in all ages have been delighted 
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“ With fylvan fcenes, and hill and dale, 
And liquid lapfe of murmuring itreams.”’ 
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Others are pleafed with adding art to nature, as in gardens, 
with their various ornaments: others with mere works ot 
art, as buildings, and reprefentations of nature, whether in 
ftatues or paintings. Many likewile find pleafure in beau- 
tiful apparel or furniture of various kinds. But novelty 
muft be added to beauty, as well as grandeur, or it foon palls 
upon the fenie. 

g. Are we to refer to the head of beauty, the pleafure 
which many take in a favourite animal? Suppofe a {parrow, 
a parrot, a cat, a lap-dog ? Sometimes it may be owing to 
At other times, none but the perfon pleafed can find 
any beauty at all in the favourite. Nay, perchance it 1s in 
the eye of all other perfons, fuperlatively ugly. _ In this cafe, 
the pleafure feems to arife from mere whim or caprice ; 
that is, madnefs, 

10. Muft we not refer to the head of novelty chiefly, 
the pleafure found in molt diverfons and amu/fements ; which, 
were we to repeat them daily but a few months, would be 
utterly flat and infipid? To the fame head, we may refer 
the pleafure that is taken in collefing curiofites; whether 
they are natural or artificial; whether old or new. This 
fweetens the toil of the virtuofo, and makes all his labour 
hight. 

11. But it is not chiefly to novelty, that we are to im- 
pute the pleafure we receive from mujc. Certainly this has 
an intrinfic beauty, as well as frequently an intrinfic gran- 
deur. This is a beauty and grandeur of a peculiar kind, 
not eafy to be expreffed: nearly related to the fublime and 
beautiful in poetry, which give an exquifite pleafure. And 
yet it may be allowed, that novelty heightens the pleafure 
which arifes from any of thefe fources. 


this. 


12. From the ftudy of languages, from critici/m, and 
from heflory, we receive a pleafure of 2 mixed nature. In 
all thefe, there is always fomething new; frequently fome- 
thing beautiful or fublime. And hiflory not only gratifies 
K the 
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the imagination in all thefe refpefts, but likewife pleafes us 
‘by touching our paffions, our love, defire, joy, pity. The 
laft of thefe gives us a ftrong pleafure, though flrangelv mix. 
ed with a kind of pain. So that one need not wonder at 
the exclamation of a fine poet, 





“ What is all mirth but turbulence unholy, 
When to the charms compar’d of heav'nly melancholy ?” 





13. The love of novelty is immeafurably gratified by ex. 
perimental philofophy : and indeed by every branch of natural’ 
philofophy, which opens an immenfe field for ftill new dif ci 


coveries. But is there not likewife a pleaiure therein, as 
well as in mathematical and metaphyfical fludies, which does q 
not refult from the imagination, but from the exercife of the sy 
underftanding ? Unilefs we will fay, that ‘the newnefs of the n 
difcoveries which we make by mathematical, or metaphyfical d 
refearches, is one reafon at leaft, if not the chief, of the tl 
pleafure we receive therefrom. 67 
14. 1 dwell the longer on thefe things, becaufe fo very if 
few fee them in the true point of view. The generality of y 
men, and more particularly, men of fenfe and learning, are r 
fo far from fufpeéting, that there is, or can be the leaft harm 
in them, that they ferioufly believe, it is matter of great ~ mn 
praife, to give ourfelves wholly to them. Who of them, for | t 


inftance, would not admire and commend the indefatigable - t 
induftry of that great philofopher, who fays, “ I have been : é 
now eight and thirty years at my parifh of Upminfler. And ~ i 
I have made it clear, that there are no lefs than three and i 
] 
I 


> Ce NA ln mr 


fifty {pecies of butterflies therein. But if GOD fhould frand ‘ 
my life a few years longer, I do not doubt but I fhould-de- 
monftrate, there are five and fifty!” I allow, that moft of | 4 
thefe fludies have their ufe, and that it is poffible to wf, | i 
without abufing them. But if we feek our happinefs in any i 
of thefe things, then it commences an ido/, And the en- | 
joyment of it, however it may be admired and applauded by ie 
the world, is condemned of GOD, as neither better not | 
worfe than damnable zdolatry, ie 
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15. The third kind of Jove of the world, the apoitle [peaks 
of under that uncommon expreflion, 4 éaraZorle 78 Biss This 
is rendered by our tranflators, the pride of life. It is ufual- 
ly fuppofed to mean, the pomp and fplendor of thofe that 
are in high life. But has it not a more extenfive fenfe ? 
Does it not rather mean, the feeking happinefs in the praife 
of men, which above all things engenders pride? When 
this is purfued in a more pompous way, by kings, or illuf- 
trious men, we call it the? for glory: when it is fought in 
a lower way by ordinary men, it is ftyled, taking care of our 
reputation. In plain terms, it is feeking the honour that 
cometh of men, inftead of that which cometh 0/ God only. 

16. But what creates a difficulty here is this, we are re- 
quired, natonly to give no offence to any one, and to pro- 
vide things honeft in the fight of all men, but ta pleafe all 
men for their good to edification. But how difficult is it to 
do this, with a fingle eye to GOD? We ought to do all 
that in us lies, to prevent the good that is in us from being 
evil {poken of. Yea, we ought to value a clear reputation, 
if it be given us, only lefs than a good confcience. But 
yet, if we feek our happinefs therein, we are liable to pe. 
rifh in our idolatry, 

17. To which of the preceding heads is the /ove of mo- 
ney to be referred ? Perhaps fometimes to one and fometimes 
to another, as it is a means of procuring gratifications, ei- 
ther for the defire of the flefh, tor the defire of the eyes, or fox 
the pride of life. In any of thefe cafes money is only pur- 
fued, in order to a farther end. But it is fometimes purfued 
for its own fake, without any farther view. One who is 
properly a mifer, loves and feeks money for its own fake. 
He looks no farther, but places his happipefs in the acquj- 
ring or the poffeffing of it. And this is a fpecies of ido- 
latry, diftant from all the preceding ; and indeed the low- 
eft, bafeft idolatry, of which the human foul is capable. To 
feek happinefs either in gratifying this, or any other of 
the defires above-mentioned, is effeétually to renounce the 
true GOD, and to fet up an idol in his place. In a word, 
fo many obje&s as there are in the world, wherein men 
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feek happinefs inftead of feeking itin GOD, fo many idoj; 
they fet up in their hearts ; fo many {pecies of zdodatry they 
prattife. 

18. I would take notice of only one more, which, though 
it in fome meafure falls in with feveral of the preceding, 
yet in many reipeéts is diftinct from them all; I mean, the 
idolizing any human creature. Undoubtedly it is the will 
of GOD that we fhould all love one another. It is his 
will that we ihould love our relations and our chriftian bre. 
thren with a peculiar love : and thofe in particular, whom 
he has made »articularly profitable to our fouls. Thefe we 
are commanded to love fervently: yet {till with a pure heart, 
But 1s not this zmpo//ble wih man? To retain the firength 
and tenderneis of affettion, and yct, without any ftain to 
the foul, with unfpotted purity ? I do not mean only un. 
fpoited by uit. 1 know this is poffible. I know a perfon 
may have an unutterable affeétion for another, without any 
defire of this kind. Bui is it without idolatry ? 1s it not lo. 
ving the creature more than the Creator ? is it not putting 
a man or woman in the place of GOD ? giving them your 
heart. Let this be carefully confidered, even by thof 
whom GOD has joined together; by hufbands and wives, 
parents and children. It cannot be denied, that thefe ought 
to love one another tenderly: they are commanded fo to 
do. But they are neither commanded, nor permitted, t 
Jove one another idolatroufly! Yet how common is this! 
how frequently is a hufband, a wife, a child, put in the place 
of GOD? How many that are accounted good chriflians, 


fix their affeftions on each other, fo as to leave no place] 


for GOD ? They feek their happinefs in the creature, no 


in theCreator. One may truly fay to the other, 


“‘ I view thee, lord and end of my defires.” 


thing that | long for! All my defire is unto thee, and ut] 
to the remembrance of thy name.’ Now, if this is not fa 


idolatry, 1 cannot tell what is! 


II. Having 
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IJ. Having largely confidered, what thofe idols are, of 
which the apoftle fpeaks, I will come now to inquire, 
(which may be done more briefly) how we may keep ours 


felves from them. 


1. In order to this, 1 would advife you, Firft, be deep- 
ly convinced that none of them bring happinefs; that no 
thing, no perfon, under the fun, no, nor the amaffment of 
all together, can give any folid, fatisfaétory happinefs to 
any child of man. The world itfelf, the gay, giddy thought- 
lefs world, acknowledge this unawares, while they allow, 
nay, vehemently maintain, ‘‘ No man upon earth is content, 
ed.” The very fame obfervation was made near two thou- 


{and years ago. 


Nemo quam fin Jortem 


Seu ratio dederit, feu fors abjecerit, alla 


Contentus vivat. 


Let fortune, or let choice the ftation give 
To man, yet none on earth contented live. 


And if no man upon earth is contented, it is certain no 


man is happy. 


For whatever ftation we are in, difcontent 


is incompatible with happinefs. 

2. Indeed not only the giddy, but the thinking part of 
the world, allow, that no man is contented : the melancho- 
ly proofs of which we fee on every fide, in high and low, 
rich and poor. And generally, the more underftanding they 
have, the more difcontented they are. For, 


‘* They know with more diftinGion to complain, 
And have fuperior fenfe in feeling pain,” 


It is true, every one has (to ufe the cant term of the day ; 
and an excellent one it is,) Ais hobby-horfe! Something that 
pleafes the great boy fora few hours or days, and wherein 


he hopes to be happy ! But though 


“ Hope blooms eternal in the human breatt, 
Man never is, but always to de bleft.” 


Sul! 
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Still he is walking in a vain fhadow, which will feon va. 
nifh away ! that univerfal experience, both our own, 
and that of all our friends and acquaintance, clearly proves, 
that as GOD made our hearts for himfelf, fo they cannot 
reft till they reft in him: that till we acquaznt ourfelves 
with him, we cannot be at peace. As a@ /corner of the wil. 
dom of GOD, feeketh wifdom and findeth it not: fo a fcorn. 
er of happinefs in GOD, feeketh happinefs, but findeth none, 

3. When you are thoroughly convinced of this, I ad-_ 
vife you, Secondly, Stand, and confider what you are about? 
Will you be a fool and a madman all your days? Is it not 
high time to come to your fenfes? At length, awake out 
of fleep! and fhake yourfelf from the duft! Break loofe 
from this miferable idolatry, and chu/e the better part. Stea- 
dily refolve to feek happinefs where it may be found, where 
it cannot be fought in vain. Refolve to feek it in the true 
GOD, the fountain of all bleffednefs! And cut off all delay. 
Straightway put in execution what you have refolved ! See- 
ing all things are ready, acquaint thyfelf now with him and 
be at peace. ' 

4- But do not either refolve or attempt to execute your 
refolution, trufting in your own ftrength. If you do, you 
will be utterly foiled. You are not able to contend with 
the evil world; much lefs with your own evil heart, and, : 
leaft of all, with the powers of darknefs. Cry therefore to © 
the itrong for flrength. Under a deep fenfe of your owa 
weaknefs and helpleffnefs, ruff thou in the Lord Jehovah, 
wm whom is everlafting firength. 1 advife you to cry to him 
for repentance in particular, not only for a full confcioul- ~ 
nefs of your own impotence, but fora piercing fenfe of the 
exceeding guilt, bafenefs and madnefs of the idolatry that 
has long fwallowed you up: cry for a thorough knowledge 
of yourfelf, of all your finfulnefs and guiltinefs. Pray that EE 
you may be fully difcovered to yourfelf, that you may know 7 
vourfelf as alfo you are known. When once you are pol 77 
felled of this genuine convitiion, all your idols will lof 7 
their charms. And you will wonder, how you could fo 7 
long lean upon thofe broken reeds, which had fo often funk | 
under you. 5. What} 
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5. What fhould you afk for next ? 


“ Jefus, now I have loft my all, ‘ 
Let me upon thy bofom fall! 
Now let me fee thee in thy vefture dipt with blood! 
Now ftand in all thy wounds confeft, 
And wrap me in thy crimfon veit! 


Haft thou not faid, Jf thou canft believe, thou fhalt fe 
the glory of GOD? Lord, J weuld believe! help thou mine 
unbelief! And help me now! Help me now to enter 
into the reft that remaineth for the people of GOD! For 
thofe who give thee their heart, their whole heart! Who 
receive thee as their GOD and their all! O thou that art 
fairer than the children of men, full of grace are thy lips ! 
Speak that I may fee thee! And as the fhadows flee before 
the fun, fo let all my idols vanifh at thy prefence !” 

6. From the moment that you begin to experience this, 
fight the good fight of faith: take the kingdom of heaven 
by violence! Take it as it were by ftorm. Deny yourfelf 
every pleafure that you are not divinely confcious brings you 
nearer to GOD. Take up your crofs daily ; regard no 
pain, if it lies in your way to him. If you are called there- 
to, {cruple not to pluck out the right eye and to caft it from 
you. Nothing is impoffible to him that believeth : you can 
do all things through Chrift that ftrengtheneth you. Do 
valiantly, and ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
made you free. Yea, go on, in his name and in the power 
oi his might, till you Anow all that love of GOD that paffetk 
knowledge. And then you have only to wait till he fhall 
cal] you into his everlafting kingdom ! 


London, Jan. 5, 1781. 
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Isaran lv:i. 1. 


C 
The righteous perifheth, and ho man layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are takeh | 
away, none confidering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come, | 


PREFACE. 


HE following fhort account was, it feems, at firft on- 

ly defigned for the perufal and comfort of a few, im I 
mediately conneéted with the deceafed. Being fhown ; 
fome friends, they foon were of opinion, it might do real 
extenfive fervice 1f made more public. It is not, ‘indeed, 
adapted to the general tafle and acceptation. The incidents 
have no exterior elegance or {plendor to recommend them: 
they apply not to the feelings of the gay, nor to the com 
eeptions of the high-minded; they will not appear interel 
ing to the /u/y, nor animating to the carele/s: they {peak 
rather to the apprehenfion and fenfibilities of very plain 
humble, and deeply experienced chriftians. 

It pleafeth the Lord fometimes to raife the fimple out d 
the duft; to take knowledge of an individual here and there” 
even in the lowlieft walks of life ; to éndue them with mort” 
than common graces, and call them forth to diftinguifhed ” 
ufefulnefs ; that the excellency of the treafuré enriching theit ” 
fouls, and withal committed to their truft for the benefit fi - 
others, may evidently appear to be, as it invariably is, not | ay 
of man, but of GOD. ie 

Friendly reader, thou haft now before thee an inftanct [ 5 . 
of this kind. The following pages give thee, in artlefs, | a 


unadorned particulars, a 1: ittle hiftory of a human heart—| we 
heart, abe = 
ee 
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heart, as carnal once, and infenfible as thine hath been ; 
nay, probably, as thine is yet ;—they contain the narrative 
of a mind and converfation, in the beginning eftranged from, 
but afterwards aflimilated unto the heavenly mind and hile 
of Chrift Jefus. 

Thou feeft the deep exercife, the conflicis, the many 
troubles of a young foul, panting after redemption, and find- 
ing it: thou viewelt a mere ftripling, through the operation 
of free grace, brought unto a perfe¢t man, unto the meafure 
of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift: thou canft obferve 
his lite rendered eminently meek, felf-denied, zealous, and 
intent on doing good; and then clofing with uncommon 
illumination and bleffednefs. 

It may be, ¢iou art yet a youth: The charatter here 
fimply reprefented, {peaks with a perfuafive force, particu- 
larly to thee: it bids thee fhun the flattering {nare of worldly 
pleafure: it bids thee never to think of any real enjoyment 
without having the Almighty for thy friend: it bids thee, 
not to hazard thy falvation and eternal peace upon the flen- 
der chance of living long: it bids thee, very early to give 
up thine heart to GOD; to cry, under the weight of in- 
exprefhible unworthinefs, for the renewing operations of a 
Saviour, through the Spirit ;—never to reft, until thou haft 
a knowledge, an abiding perception of pardon and reconci- 
liation, by faith in the blood of the covenant; and then, in- 
ceffantly to walk in purity and love, as the ranfomed of the 
Lord,—as one of the children of the light and of the day. 

The writer of thefe lines had certain information of the 
piety and undoubted credibility of the perfon, who drew up 
the fucceeding piece; and therefore can, with an affeétion- 
ate readinefs, give it this introduétion. 


Philadelphia, 1782. M. 


\ ILLIAM ADAMS, the fon of William Adams, 

was born in Fazrfax county, in the ftate of Virgenia, 
on the twenty-third of July, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty-nine. From his infancy he 
was naturally inclined to paffion and other evil tempers. But 
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even ther at times the Spirit of holinefs did not fail to fhew him, 


that all was not well; and caufed him to feel great uneali. 
nefs concerning the falvation of his foul, as I have often heard 
him fay fince his converfion to GOD. When he was about 
fourteen years of age, he had frequent opportanities of hear. 
ing the Methedzfls preach the gofpel of Chrift in the neigh. 
bourhood where he lived. But I don’t know that it made 
any la{ting impreffion on his mind for fome time. 

I am not fure how the Lord was pleafed firft to awaken 
him to a fenfe of his wretchednefs by nature and practice; 
whether it was fuddenly, under any ome particular fermon; 
or whether it was ina more gradual manner, leading him a 
flep at a time, until he gave him to fee that his whole head 
was fick, and the whole heart faint. But however the par. 
ticular way might be, this I am very fure of, that I have 
feen but very few in my time fo thoroughly broken to pieces 


before the Lord. For twoyears or thereabouts, I have’ 


heard lnm fay, both in clafs-meetings, and in love-teafts, he 
went bowed down under a fenfe of the wrath of an angry 
GOD: while his countenance, his tears, his frequent groans, 
his geftures, as well as the whole of his behaviour, fhew. 
ed the hell he felt in his diftreffed foul. During this time 
he miffed no oppostunity of hearing GOD’s word. Many 
a tear did he fhed, while Chrift Jefus has been fet forth a 
evidently crucified before his eves. Early and late has he 
been known to be pouring out his foul to GOD im private 
prayer for mercy. It was not uncommon for him te go in- 
to the fields and woods, or to rife from his bed at the dead 
times of night, to feek reft for his poor foul. 
During the time of his great diftrefs, he feemed to have 

power over all outward fin, and to walk in al} the ordinan- 
ces of GOD blamelefs; yet he ftill knew, that this itfell 


would not do, but that his fins muft all be blotted out, and 3 


his foul be made alive to GOD by faith in Chrift, or elfe 
he muft perifh eternally. He was frkdustally tempted by the © 
devil, to think that all his prayers and tears were in vain ; 
that he was a hypocrite: or that GOD would never have | 
mercy upon him; and that it was now too late for him evel © 
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to expeft it. I believe there were but few of the preach. 
ers that he had any intercourfe with, to whom he did not 
endeavour to lay open his cafe, begging their advice and 
prayers: and but few of them that knew his deep concern, 
who did not fympathize with him in his diftrefs, exhorting 
him to perfevere in feeking the Lord. Some of his friends 
were afraid (at times) that his unbelieving fears would drive 
him almoft into defpair; for the precious promifes of the gof- 
pel feemed out of his reach; fo that while ethers in the neigh- 
bourhood, who were awakened after him, had found reft to 
their fouls, he was ftill fticking faft in the horrible pit of 
nature’s darknefs. But, notwithftanding all his attempts 
hitherto had proved fruitlefs, yet he determined by the grace 
of GOD wo lie at the feet of Jefus, refolving, if he perifhed, 
to perith crying eut for mercy. He well knew (as he often 
exprefled himfelf) from a feeling fenfibility, that, if he were 
damned, it would be juft in GOD, becaufe he had abufed 
his mercies, and too long refufed to have Jefus to reign 
over him. This was his grief, his fhame, his curfe, his 
hell. For, oh! he felt he did not love the bleeding Lamb. 
It appeared, that few under convittions more fenfibly felt 
than he did, that, if he ever found favour with GOD, it 
muft be through his amazing mercy in Chrift Jeius our 
Lord; fo that the burden of his cry, and efpecially for fome 
time before his deliverance, was to this effe& day and night-- 
** Lord, I sm condemned, but Chrift has died : fave, Lord, 
or I perifh.” And here I cannot but obferve, he was not 
like many in thefe times, that will cry and pray to GOD 
for mercy at meetings and other particuler times, and then 
lofe their diflrefs for a feafon; it was otherwife with him; 
for if he felt his foul difengaged, it made him the more con- 
cerned in his mind to think he fhould reft one moment, 
while he was expofed to the wrath of GOD ; knowing, that 
there was nothing while in an unconyerted flate, but the ten- 
der thread of life, that kept him out of the gulf of an eter. 
nal hell, prepared for the devil and his angels. 

In fome parts of his fore travail, it was a rare thing to 
fee him fmile ; and if he faw any who profefled to know 
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Chrift, light or trifling, (as is too often the cafe with your 
profeffors) it was eafy to obferve the effeét it had on him 
well knowing (even then) that thofe who have expenence 
the peace and favour of fo loving a GOD, ought to k 
otherwife employed than in foolifh laughter, or in givin 
way to any thing trifling, either in their converfation or ah. 
ons. Indted fuch was his concern (and efpecially at pari 
cular times) that he feemed unfit for any bufinefs but tk 
great bufinefs of his foul’s falvation; loving nothing be 
ter than to weep, to pray, and peaceably wait for the falva 
tion of GOD; afraid of nothing more, than that he fhoul 
deceive his own foul, or that his conviétions fhould wes 
off, without ending in a found converfion; the very thought 
of which made him fhudder. As he was bleft with fucha 
concern for his own converfion, he likewife had the com ~ | 
verfion of others much at heart; and often groaned out his 
foul in earneft prayer to GOD for his relations and neigh. 
bours ; longing for the fuccefs of the gofpel among them | 
and all people. Indeed, it is not poflible for me to defcrile 
. 





the many confliés this poor flripling went through, which, 
if I could do minutely, they that have never felt their fins 
too intolerable for them to bear, would have but a faint idea 
of = and they that have, know very well, that thefe thing 
ate better felt than expreffed by fuch a pen as mine. 
About the firft of March in the year 1775, the Lord wa 
pleafed to remember him for good ; and as he was one ever: | 
ing pouring out his foul in private, he felt in a moment 
fuch a blefled change, that his weeping and mourning were 
turned into joy in the Lord.---It was matter of great conlo- 
lation to all his chriftian friends, to fee what a mighty change 
was vifible in him. His countenance, his behaviour, his 
prayers, his praifes, all agreed to teftify to every lover 
Jefus, that the Lord had confidered the low eftate of his fe) ‘ 
vant, and that he had turned his darknefs into light, and his aS 
mourning to fongs of joy. Now it was that he could fay a : 
with David, “ come hither all ye that fear the Lord, and 
I will tell you what he hath done for my foul.” And #” 
gain, “ as far as the eaft is from the weft, fo far hath bey 
feyarated : 

















































h your 
om him 
enencel 
t to & 
N giving 
1 or ath. 
at parti 
but th 
ing bet. 
1e falva 
e fhould 
ild wear 
though 
h fucha 
he com 
1 out his 
1 neigh. 
17 them, 
defcribe 

which, 
heir fins 
int 1dea 
e things 


ord was 
le even. 
moment 
ng wert 
t conio- 
change 
ur, his 
over of 
his fer- 


ald fay 


and 


, 


And a | 


ath he 
brated ’ 


LIFE AND D. .TH OF WILLIAM ADAMS, 85 


feparated my fins froin me.” And as he received Chrift Je- 
fus his Lord, fo did he walk in him: Not like too many, 
who, when they have found peace to their fouls, are rea- 
dy to think the work is done ; and therefore flacken their 
diligence: on the contrary, he feemed to defire to double 
his diligence in the bleffed ways of the Lord. As the Lord 
was pouring out his Spirit about this time on the people in 
the neighbourhood where he lived, in a glorious manner, 
it was his delight, both by day and night, to go about to 
meet his brethren, to pray unto, and praife that GOD who 
had done fo great things for him. 

Few perhaps fpend more time in private prayer than he 
did; and few there are more fond of GOD’s holy word than 
he was; which he evidenced by his conttant readinefs to 
hear, by his frequent reading of it; and for feveral years before 
his death, he was feldom without his bible in his pocket, if 
not in his hands ; and it was eafy.to difcern the bleffed ef- 
fects thereof; for it was rare to find him without his foul 
being alive to GOD more or lefs. And though he felt the 
prefence of GOD with him daily, in a greater or lefs de- 
gree, yet he would often complain of his barrennefs, and 
want of more and more of the life of GOD. 

In fhort, there was fo much of the mind that was in the 
meek and lowly Jefus, to be feen in him, and he fo young 
a perfon, that the fervants of GOD, and indeed all that were 
fincere of heart, and acquainted with him, could not but 
take particular notice of him, as if GOD intended him for 
fomething extraordinary ; therefore, after a fhort time, it 
was judged proper to appoint him to have the immediate 
charge of a few fouls united together not far from his fa- 
ther’s, in order to affift each ather in working out their fal- 
vation with fear and trembling. His brethren gladly receiv- 
ed him, believing, that, although he was young in years, 
ru paarsnestresee ale 
prredies. co ee pleafe to blefs this his labour 

gt his people for fome time, till Providence 
removed fome of them into other parts of the country, and 


one 
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one of them into an awful eternity (I truft, to reap the fruj 
ef his labours :) and feveral of them to this day have ng 
forgot the blefled feafons of divine grace that they enjoyed 
together while waiting before GOD. Such a progrefs cd 
he make in the ways of the Lord, that it foon feemed hi 
meat and drink to do the will of his heavenly Father. 0)! tei 
how often did he feel his mind grieved for fuch of his a, 
guaintances as made a profeflion of knowing Chrift, bu fre 
feemed to follow him as it were afar off ; well knowing they he: 






























lived far beneath their privileges, while they continued f thi 
half-hearted in the things of GOD ; and that there was grea co} 
danger, that thofe who live fo far from what they ought t Tt 
be, would at laft entirely turn their backs on Chrift; a mu 
many fuch do, either fooner or later, and fo perifh eternal fee 
ly. Winters as well as fummers, nights as well as day: cr) 


(as fome {peak) in religion, was what he could not bear 
well knowing that GOD never grieves the children of mei 
neediefsly, and that he has promifed, that if our eye be fing, 
the whole body thall be full of light ; and that they who fol 


low Chrift, fhall not walk in darknefs. He now foon founl hit 
it smprefled upon his mind, that he muft warn his fellow 7 
; finners to flee from the wrath to come, But being genth a1 
F jed on, firft, to advife and exhort his brethren in fociety, fas 
: till he could not forbear any longer, without bringing guilt (as 
: upon his tender foul; after having confulted them that watch his 
ed over him in the Lord, he ventured publicly to exhot a 
faints and finners to prepare to meet their GOD; endes a 
vouring to give each his portion in due feafon, as the Lot 7. 
‘enabled him ; enforcing all he faid by his holy life, and hum ase 
‘ble converfation ; well knowing, that example often fpeak . 
louder than precept. During this time, till he left & y 


neighbourhood to go out into the hedges and highways ! 

preach a crucified Jefus, he was very ufeful to thofe arovtl b 
al 

him ; holding clafs-meetings (which he was particularly fon! 


Jo. 
of) to the lait; prayer-meetings, and meetings for publ ee 
exhortation; befides frequently converfing with all] that wer : ka 
fo difpofed, about their eternal welfare: A little ficknel | be 


cold cr heat, or even wet and dark nights, feldom pre : 
eds 
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ed him from attending at the houfe of prayer. And I may 
truly fay, it often pained him to fee one precious hour of 
his time fly by him unimproved. So heartily was he en- 
gaged i the work of GOD, that he was ready at ~ — 
to rejoice at the glad news of its profperity ; and always as 
teady to mourn, if he faw, or heard of any declenfion. 
Sometime in the fummer of 1777, as well as I can judge 
from my acquaintance with him, as alfo from what I have 
heard at different times from his own lips, 1 have reafon to 
think, that the Lord gave him a greater fenfe of the inward 
corruption of his heart, than ever he had feen or felt before : 
Though I believe he had known for fome time, that there 
muft be a deeper work wrought in his beart. But now he 
feemed all athirft for a heart perfeétly devoted to GOD; 
crying, out of the fulnefs of his foul, to this effeét : 


"Tis worfe than death my GOD to love, 
And net my GOD alone 





What particular means the Lord made ufe of to convince 
him fo deeply of his inbred fin, I cannot affuredly fay. How- 
ever, on Auguft the 17th, 1777, divine grace wrought fucle 
a mighty change in his foul, that he believed the Lord had 
faved him from all his inbred fin. He felt in his foul what 
(as he has often faid fince) he could never fully exprefs with 
his lips. For fome time he had no doubt of this bleffed 
work. And I think, I may with fafety fay, that none whe 
had an intimate acquaintance with him, could fee any rea- 
fon to difbelieve him ; for the tree was known by its fruits. 
‘Tis true, there is great danger of being fometimes deceived 
in fuch matters. Therefore many an hour, both by day and 
by night, ow his knees before the Lord, has he wreftled Jacob- 
Lke, that he might not deceive himfelf in a point of fo great 
importance. But his confidence was fuch, that at times he 
had no doubt left but that he was enabled through grace to 
love God and at! mankind, in a manner immenfely fuperior 
to what he ever had experienced before. But it muft be 
confefled, that as he had few to converfe with that had ex- 
perienced any of thofe deep things of GOD, and as he was 
Hot 
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mot very well read concerning them, the enemy of fouls 


too foon, in a meafure robbed him of his confidence of thi 
work ; fo that he funk beneath his gracious privilege in th 
Lord ; though without flackening his diligence, or evg 
lofing the bleffed effeéis of his experience in a greater 
tefs degree. 

Thus did he go on, ftill aiming at the mark of his high 
calling in the Lord ; tll in the winter of 1778, he got unde, 
great concern about preaching the word of GOD, and gy. 
ing himfelf up wholly to the work of the miniftry ; defiring 
only to live to the glory of GOD in all things, and to k 
uleful to his fellow-men. While under thjs concern, ly 
opened his mind to one of the preachers, who then rodein 
the circuit in which he lived, as he had often done to othe 
ofthem. After confulting an the point, it was thought bef, 
that he fhould continue in the ftation he then was in, til 
the followmg conference ; and then, if GOD fhould per. 
mit, give himfelf up to the work, which he and others be. 
lieved the Lord had called him to. But it pleafed Provi. 
dence to make a way for him fooner; and after many i 
itruggle in his own breaft, and fome little outward oppoli 
tion, he gladly left father and mother, with the reft of his 
dear friends, many of whom were almoft as near to him # 
his own foul ; cheerfully commending them to GOD, ani 
the word of his grace. 

Many in the neighbourhood, as well as in the family kx 
beft, felt the lofs of fo dear a friend; yet, I truft, without 
murmuring ; hoping that their lofs would be the gain of thole, 
among whom Providence had caft his lot. Many prayes 
were put up to Almighty GOD for his fuccefs, by his bre 
thren whom he had left behind. But, O how fenfibly wa 
he miffed by his friends, with whom he had fo often met! 


They were now deprived of his loving exhortations, and his) 


earneft wreltlings with GOD for their fouls’ falvation, 


their public and private meetings. But in this I could not 7 | 


but admire the goodnefs of the Lord; for I believe many 


thereby were the more ftirred up to pray themfelves, whet” 
met together. And bleffed be GOD, (and to his praife bet © 
: fpoken) © 
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fooken) his gracious prefence was not teken from them, 
though his fervant was. 

During his ftay amongft the people, where his brethren 
had appointed him to labour, I cannot give any particular 
account, as an eye-witnefs, of his life and converfation: But 
this I can fay, that when he returned home, in about eight 
or nine weeks, it was eafy to difcern, that he had been fol- 
towing his Lord and Matter in his ufual earnett manner ; 
and that he had made confiderable advancement in the divine 
life. The people where he had been, received him kindly ; 
and the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to biefs his labours to 
the good of many of their fouls: So that I expeétt his name 
will not be forgotten by fome of them, as long as memory 
{hall laft. 

After this, he had the pleafure of meeting with a number 
of his elder brethren, the preachers, in conference; amongft 
whom he was willingly received on trial, as a travelling- 
preacher. He found this meeting much bleiied to his foul ; 
and often expreffed his love and attachment to the o/d Me- 
thodifl plan; and was much grieved for any, that feemed 
inclinable to deviate from it in the leaft degree. Here he 
was appointed to labour, with two others of his brethren, 
in the Baltimore circuit. It was remarkable that he feem- 
ed fo refigned to the will of GOD, and tr: judgment of his 
brethren, that he feemed to have but little choice, as to 
place or people; but was defirous, if convenient, to Jabour 
with one that had been fome time in the work of the Lord, 
and would naturally care for lis foul: for he clearly faw a 
danger, that while he preached to others, pothbly he n ivtht 
become a caft-away himfel!. 

He had not been loag in the Baltimore circuit, before he 
found fume with whom he was enabled to take {weet coun- 
fel; men whole fouls were on full ftretch for al! the mind 
that was in Cirift, and not a few of them alrea ly enabled to 
teftify (to his foul’s comfort) that the blood of Chrift had 
cleanfed them from all unrighteoufnefs. 1: was not lone be- 
fore he found the work revived in his foul, ¥ 
maolt lively manner; and from this be got fo eliabiiihed im the 
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grace of our Lord’ Jefus Chrift, that he feemed (as he profef} 


J 


to have the conflant indwelling of GOD’s holy Spirit in hy 


foul, enabling him to live nearer to the Lord than ever fy 
had done betore, fo that it may be truly faid, his laft day 
were his bett days. And what he had believed before, and 
in a great meafure felt, (as has been related,) he now wa 
convinced of more than ever,—that rejoicing evermore, pray. 
ing without ceafing, and in every thing giving thanks, wa 
the will of GOD concerning him. 

Few there were, I believe, in that large circuit, who tm 
ly feared and loved GOD, but foon faw (to the comfort ¢ 
their fouls) what f{pirit he was of, and that, although it wa 
wonderful to fee a perfon fo young, bleit with fuch gilts 
yet his grace far exceeded his gifts. Many old chriftian 
will confefs to this day, that when they have feen his piow 
behaviour in private, and heard his preaching in public, they 
have been made to bluth before the Lord, to fee how far the 
were left behind by fuch a ftripling, and woul! gladly have 
fat at his feet, to hear how GOD did ordain praife out of the 
mouth of a babe or fuckling. In this circuit, he {pent neat 
fix months with much fatisfa€tion, rejoicing to fee the work 
of GOD {preading amongft finners, and deepening in th 
hearts of many of the believers. 

At the laft quarterly meeting he attended, many can tel 
tify of the humble confidence he exprefled in the love-feaf: 
For my part, I muft acknowledge it exceeded any thing thx 
ever I heard drop from his lips, till then. His words feem- 
ed like fire, that tlowed from a heart glowing with the love 
of Jefus ; and ran through many a happy foul then prefent 
Here he declared before feveral hundreds of his brethves, 
that the Lord (fince he came to that circuit) had taken@ 
way every doubt of his foul’s being perfeé in love ; and hal 


given him that confidence which was flronger than death and | 
all the powers of darknefs: which his lait illnefs proved to 
be true, to al! then around him; as I fhall hereafter relate ak 
He well knew the bleffednefs of being with thofe chriftiat 
who have experienced a deliverance from the indwelling ot S 
fin, and who are daily preffing after a growth in every grat 
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of the holy Spirit. Therefore he would fain have continu. 
ed longer with thofe, who had often been made fuch an un 

{peakable bleffing to his foul ; but as that did not feemconve- 
nient, he had not the leaft objection to go to any | place where 
GOD in his providence fhould appoint him. i believe he 
would willingly have gone to the ends of the earth, if called 
thereunto, though he fhould never have feen one of his dear 
relations again in this life; fo he might be a means in the 
hands of GOD, of bringing poor finners to the bleeding fide 
of his crucified Lord and Mafter. I muft confefs, I have 
feen but few, in their firft fetting out in the work of the Lord, 
that appeared more fervently devoted to it, than he fill was, 
defiring to {pend his little all in labouring for the converfi- 
en of his fellow-men, whom he —egiimeanded in all his 
prayers before GOD; hoping the time was drawing mig I 

when the Lord would pour out his Spirit upon ail fleth ; . 
when a nation would be born inaday; and the knowledge 
of GOD would overfpread the earth as the waters cover the 
face of the great deep: that the houfe of the Lord would 
be ere long eltablifhed upon the top of the mountains, and 
ail people would. flew unto it. His capacious foul never 


+ . t nee 
laid, 2¢ 2s enowgh ; though thanktul for the leaft mercy, know- 


1g it was infinitely more than he deferved. The more he 

received, the more he withed for; and the more Chrif’s 
i ? ° ° 

golpel {pread, the more he prayed it might fpread ; believing 


that Chrift talted death for every man; and that every one, 
Hetitic him, might come ta GOD, and be eternally faved. 

And although he feemed unfhaken in his ewn belief of {crip- 
ture-truths, yet he defired to condemn nothing in any, but 
fin ; let their opinions in non-effentials be ever fo different 


Y) L, . emirrer{.: . ’ 2 -_ : | 
his his. So uniyerfal a lover of all mankind was he, that 
(at tintes) 1 believe it would haye been difficult to convince 

’ a > ¢ ay r »y aD > . el, 1? } 
him, that he had any enemies ; though, before his death, 


as he became more acquainted with the world, and with the 
{pirit that rules in the children of difobedience, he could not 
but fee from matter of fa&, as well as ped the word of 
GOD, that all who wou'd live godly yin Ch 


Ju. x 


jofter periecution, Thus faith the bleffed Jel to all bis true 
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difciples : “If ye were of the world, the world would low 
its own; but becaufe I have chofen you out of the worl 
therefore the world hateth you.’’ O bletfed are they, why 
are cougted worthy of being hated for Jefu’s fake. 

On Thuwfday, the 11th of November, 1779, he was ta 
ken with an azue, as he was 1n bed at a friend’s houfe. He 
continued indifpofed; but neverthelefs rode and did hs 
bufinefs, preparing to return to his father’s. On the Sunday 
fo|lowing, he was at a funeral-fermon preached at the bur. 
ai of one that died in the Lord, by one of his brethren. He 
exhorted at the grave; but complained of being much outd 
order, efpectally in his throat; fo that it was with fom 
difficulty he fpoke. I remember among other things he toll 
the people, he could view himfelt as dead, and lying ina 
grave, and his foul taking its flight into an awful eternity 
On Monday he rofe early ; complained of being much ott 
of order, but happy in his foul. He rode home to his father! 
(though with fome difficulty) and intended, as foon as pol. 
fible (if GOD permitted) to go into the circuit his brethres 
had appointed him to ride the enfuing quarter. As he ha 
been abfent from his relations for a confiderable time, ani 
was now brought to fee them once more in the land of the 
living, he felt bis heart much filled with gratitude to his Me 
ker, who had flill preferved them in being, and had not fuffer. 
ed them wickedly to depart from the ways of the moft High 
GOD. This his words evidently manifefted to thofe, who 
bowed with him in family-prayer. As GOD had done fuci 
great things forhim during his abfence, and alfo for many with 
whom he had been, he could not refrain from fpeaking f — 
thofe ineftimable bleffings to his dear relations, wifhing them, ~ 
and all the Z/racd of GOD, to experience all the mind tha 
was in the bleffed Jefus. And, O how much alive to GOD’ 
did his happy foul feem, while relating thefe things ! 


[To be continued. } lon wey / a 
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Poetry. 


En 


Jesus Curist, THE SAVIOUR OF ALL MEN. 


EE, finners, in the gofpel-glafs, 
The Friend and Saviour of mankind! 
Not one of all th’ apoftate race, 
But may in him falvation find! 
His thoughts, and words, and aétions prove, 
His life, and death—that GOD is love! 


Behold the Lamb of GOD, who bears 
The fins of all the world away ! 
A fervant’s form he meekly wears, 
He fojourns in a houfe of clay ; 
His glory is no longer feen, 


But GOD with GOD is man with men. 


See where the GOD incarnate ftands, 
And galls his wand’ring creatures home? 

He all day long fpreads out his hands, 
“Come, weary fouls, to Jefus come! 

** Ye all may hide you in my breatt ; 

“ Believe, and I will give you reft. 


“Ah! do not of my goodnefs doubt, 
‘““ My faving grace for all is free; 
“I will in no-wife caft him out 
‘Who comes, a finner, unto me ; 
“I can to none myfelf deny : 


“ Why, finners, will ye perith ? why ?” 
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POETRY. 


(The mournful caufe let. Jefus tell,) 
“ They will not come to Me, and live ; 
“ 1 did not forte them to rebel, 
“ Or call when bhad nought to give ; 
“ Invite them to beheve a lie, 
“ Or any foul of man pafs by.” 


Sinners, believe the gofpel-word, 
Jefus is come, your fouls to fave ! 
Jefus is come, your common Lord! 
Pardon ye all in him may have ; 
May now be fav'd, whoever will: 
This Man receiveth finners flill. 


See where the lame, the halt, the blind, 
The deaf, the dumb, the fick, the poor, 
Flock to the friend of human-kind, 
And freely all accept their cure: 
To whom did he his help deny ? 


Whom in his days of flelh pals by ? 


Did not his word the fiends expel ? 
The lepers cleanfe, and raife the dead ? 
Did he not all their ficknefs heal, 
And fatisty their every need } 
Did he rejeét his helplefs clay 2 
Or fend them forrowtul away ? 


Nay, but his bowels yearn’d to fee 
The people hungry, fcatter’d, faint : 
Nay, but he utter’d over thee, 
Jerufalem, atrue complaint ; 
Ferufalem, who fhed’ft his blood, 
That, with his tears, for thee hath flow’d, 
How oft for thy hard-heartednefs 
Did Jefus in his {pirit groan ? 
The things belonging to thy peace, 
Hadi thou, O bloody city, known, 
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POETRY. 


Thee, turning in thy gracious day, 
He never would have cait away. 


He wept, becaufe thou would# not fee 
The grace which fure falvation brings; 
How o!t would he have gather’d thee, 
And chertfh’i underneath his wings ; 
Bur thou would’tt not—unhappy thou! 
Ana jaftly art thou harden’d now. 


Would Jefus have the finner die? 
Why hangs he then on yonder tree ? 
What means that ftrange expiring cry ? 
(Sinners, he prays for you and me,) 
“ Forgive them, Father, O forgive, 


rr = Be | 
“ They know not that by me they live! 
4 


He prays for thofe that fhed his blood ; 
And who trom Jefu’s blood is pure ? 

Who hath not crucity’d his GOD ? 
Whofe fins did not his death procure ? 

It all have finn’d through Adam’s fall, | 


Our fecond Adam dy’d for all. 


Adam defcended from above 

Our lofs of Eden to retrieve: 
Great GOD of univerfal love, 

If all the world in thee may live, 
In us a quick’ning Spirit be, 
And winels, Thou haft dy’d for me. 


Dear, loving, all-atoning Lamb, 
Thee, by thy painful agony, 

Thy bloody {weat, thy grief and thame, 
Phy crofs and paffion.pn the tree, 
Thy precious death, and life, I pray, 
‘Take all, take ail my fins away ! 
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O let me kifs thy bleeding feet, 
And bathe, and walh them with my tears ; 
The ftory of thy love repeat 
In every drooping fnner’s ears. 
That all may hear the quick’ning found : 
IfI, ev’n I have mercy found! 





O let thy love my heart conftrain, 
Thy love for ev’ry finner free, 
That ev’ry fallen foul of man 
May tafte the grace that found out me 3 
That all mankind, with me, may prove 
Thy fovereign, everlaiting love. A 


ES gale RI MELE LT Feemerecace:nmeetoe = 
Nehemiah visi. 10. 


THE JOY OF THE LoRD IS YOUR STRENGTH. 


. wl] ss I FF ae 


OY is a fruit that will not grow 
In nature’s barren foil ; 
All we can boaft, till Chrift we know, 
Is vanity and toil. 


But where the Lord has planted grace, 
And made his glories known ; 

There fruits of heav’nly joy and peace 
Are found, and there alone. 


A bleeding Saviour feen by faith, 
A fenfe of pard’ning love, 

A hope that triumphs over death, 
Give joys like thofe above. 


To take a glimpfe within the vail, 

To know that GOD is mine; 
Are {prings of joy that never fail, 
Unfpeakably divine ! 





CAA EL hTERT i el ity A tte a 
7 . ——m * 

























2 . 
POETRY. 67 


Thefe are the joys which fatisfy, ~~ 
And fanétify ‘the mind; - 

Which make the fpirit mount on high, 
And leave the world behind. 


No more, believers, mourn your lot, 
But if you are the Lord’s, 

Refign to them that know him not, 
Such joys as earth affords. 


nc 


An ErittaryH on EDWARD HEARNE, of Monmouth, 
who died April 28, 1776. 


(\ TRANGER to vice, with early grace imbued, 
) The pious youth his Saviour’s fteps purfued : 
Purfued, a zealous follow’r of his Lord, 
A’ mother labouring for her full reward : 
Trac’d her from earth, by lawlefs violence driv’n, 
And tound the martyr’d faint enfhrin’d in heaven. 


TS eT 


A SHORT HYMN. 


Mark iu. 5. He looked round about on them with anger, 


being grieved for the hardae/s of their hearts. 
UCH may all my anger be, 


Sin when I in others fee, 
Not the pagan paflion blind, 
Rage of a vindittive mind, 

But the fervency of zeal 
Pain’d for thofe who cannot feel. 


Lord, impart thy grief to me, 
Grief .for man’s obduracy ; 
Angry at the fin alone, 

E Let me for the finner groan, 


N 
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Till his hardnefs thou remove, 
His, and mine, by dying love. 












Se ae ee 
A PRAYER. 





























Heavenly Father! gracious GOD above ! 
Thou boundlefs depth of never-ceafing tove | 

Save me from pride, and caufe me to depart 

From finful works of a long-harden’d heart. 

From all my great corruptions fet me free ; 

Give me an ear to hear, an eye to fee, 

A heart and fpirit to believe and find 

Thy love in Chrif, the Saviour of mankind, 


Made for thyfelf, O GOD, and to difplay 

Thy goodnefs in me, manifeft I pray, 

By grace adapted to each pafling hour, 

Thy holy nature’s life-conferring power : 

Give me the faith, the hunger, and the thirft, 
After the life breath’d forth from thee at firft : 
Reveal the holy Jefus in my foul, 

That I may turn through life’s fucceeding whole, 
From every outward work, or inward thought, 
Which is not thee, or in thy Spirit wrought. 


er ce 
An O_p MAwn’s PRAYER, 


HE knowledge of thy love 
O how fhall I attain ? | Vfai. 

Its excellence is far above 

The reach of fallen man: 
For more than threefcore years 

I for the grace have pin’d, 
And fought with ceafelefs prayers and tears 

What I could never find. 


Tremendouwt 




































Tremendous GOD unknown, 
Hath thy fevere decree 
Rejeied, as perdition’s fon, 
And fternly pafs’d by me? 
The faving grace with-held, 


That left to fatan I, 


By thy refiftlefs will competl’d, 
Might fin, defpair, and die ! 


Blafphemous thoughts, away ! 

As hell itfeli abhorr'd ! 

Thy attributes the lye gainfay; 

Thy nature and thy word: 

Thy oath forbids my fears, 

And comforts all that grieve, 

Thy bloody {weat, thy cries and. tears, 
Thy death would have me live; 


Would have me love my GOD, 
Who lov’d the world fo well : 
Then furely I the grace beftow’d, 
The purchas’d blifs fhall feel ; 
Thou wilt the blifs confer, 
Before I hence depart ; 

And the abiding Comforter 

Shall take up all my heart, 





——— TG bE tater 
A SHORT HYMN, 


‘POETRY. 





Vfaiah xxxu. 2. As rivers of water in a dry place, as the 


Shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 


¥ foul, a dry and barren place, 


(alps for the cooling flreams of grace ; 


O might they through the defart roll 
Refreihment to my gafping foul ! 


Jcfus, 
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Jefus, I thirft for thee, not thine; 
I want the well ot life divine: 

The well of life divine thou art, 
Spring up eternal in my heart. 


Eternal rock, projeét thy fhade, 
Extend to me thy trendly aid, 
While at thy foot a finner I, 
Weary, and ipent, and dying lie : 
Cover’d by thee my foul would reft, 
With pardon and falvation bleft, 

Tuli through thy riven fide I rife, 
And fee thee fill both earth and fkies. 


Pee >> DSO KK oa — 
WISE EPICURISM. 


- ieee while you live, the epicure would fay, 
And feize the pleafures of the prefent day: 
Live while you live, the facred preacher cries, 
And give to GOD each moment as it flies. 
Lord, in my views may both united be, 


I live in pleafure when I live to thee. 


rE ee 


A SHORT HYMN. 
Matt, vii. 25. Jt fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. 


ET the rain defcend, the flood’ 


And veh’ment winds affail, 
Built on the eternal GOD, 
The houfe can never fail : 


Built on Chrift, the rock, it ftands : 


’Stablifh’d in obedience fure, 


Man who keeps his GOD’s commands, 


Shall as his GOD endure. 

















Ext 









